Brain computed tomography findings in geriatric depression and primary degenerative dementia.
Brain computed tomography (CT) scans were performed in hospitalized geriatric patients with major depression (n = 45) or primary degenerative dementia (n = 21). Depressed patients with onset of illness at age 60 years or older (n = 32) had greater ventricular size than geriatric depressives with earlier age of illness onset (n = 13). CT parameters of late-onset depressives were comparable to those of patients with primary degenerative dementia. However, early-onset geriatric depressives had significantly smaller ventricles and less sulcal widening than demented patients. The findings suggest that late-onset depression may have a stronger association with neurological dementing disorders than early-onset depression.